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this section if more than 75 percent of
the tract is zoned for commercial or in-
dustrial use.

(3) Adjustment of poverty rates for En-
terprise Communities. Where necessary
to carry out the purposes of this part,
the Secretary may reduce by 5 percent-
age points one of the following thresh-
olds for not more than 10 percent of the
census tracts, or, if fewer, five popu-
lation tracts in the nominated urban
area:

(i) The 20 percent threshold in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section;

(ii) The 25 percent threshold in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section; and

(iii) The 35 percent threshold in para-
graph (a)(3) of this section; Provided
that, the Secretary may in the alter-
native reduce the 35 percent threshold
by 10 percentage points for three popu-
lation census tracts.

(4) Rounding up of percentages. In
making the calculations required by
this section, the Secretary shall round
all fractional percentages of one-half
percent or more up to the next highest
whole percentage figure.

(c) Noncontiguous areas. A nominated
urban area may not contain a non-
contiguous parcel unless such parcel
separately meets the criteria set forth
at paragraphs (a)(1), (2), and (3) of this
section.

(d) Areas not within census tracts. In
the case of an area which does not have
population census tracts, the block
numbering area shall be used.

Subpart C—Nomination Procedure
§ 597.200 Nominations by State and

local governments.
(a) Nomination criteria. One or more

local governments and the State or
States in which an urban area is lo-
cated may nominate such area for des-
ignation as an Empowerment Zone and/
or as an Enterprise Community, if:

(1) The urban area meets the require-
ments for eligibility set forth in
§§ 597.100 and 597.103;

(2) The urban area is within the juris-
diction of a State or States and local
government(s) that have the authority
to nominate the urban area for des-
ignation and that provide written as-
surances satisfactory to the Secretary
that the strategic plan described in

paragraph (c) of this section will be im-
plemented;

(3) All information furnished by the
nominating State(s) and local govern-
ment(s) is determined by the Secretary
to be reasonably accurate; and

(4) The State(s) and local govern-
ment(s) certify that no portion of the
area nominated is already included in
an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise
Community or in an area otherwise
nominated to be designated under this
section.

(b) Nomination for designation. No
urban area may be considered for des-
ignation pursuant to subpart D of this
part unless the nomination for designa-
tion:

(1) Demonstrates that the nominated
urban area satisfies the eligibility cri-
teria set forth at § 597.100;

(2) Includes a strategic plan, as de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section;
and

(3) Includes such other information
as may be required by HUD in the ap-
plication or in a Notice Inviting Appli-
cations, to be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(c) Strategic plan. Each application
for designation must be accompanied
by a strategic plan, which must be de-
veloped in accordance with four key
principles, which will also be utilized
to evaluate the plan. These principles
are:

(1) Economic opportunity, including
job creation within the community and
throughout the region, as well as en-
trepreneurial initiatives, small busi-
ness expansion and training for jobs
that offer upward mobility;

(2) Sustainable community develop-
ment, to advance the creation of
liveable and vibrant communities
through comprehensive approaches
that coordinate economic, physical,
community and human development;

(3) Community-based partnerships,
involving the participation of all seg-
ments of the community, including the
political and governmental leadership,
community groups, health and social
service groups, environmental groups,
religious organizations, the private and
non-profit sectors, centers of learning
and other community institutions; and
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(4) Strategic vision for change, which
identifies what the community will be-
come and a strategic map for revital-
ization. The vision should build on as-
sets and coordinate a response to com-
munity needs in a comprehensive fash-
ion. It should also set goals and per-
formance benchmarks for measuring
progress and establish a framework for
evaluating and adjusting the revital-
ization plan.

(d) Elements of strategic plan. The
strategic plan should:

(1) Indicate and briefly describe the
specific groups, organizations, and in-
dividuals participating in the produc-
tion of the plan and describe the his-
tory of these groups in the community;

(2) Explain how participants were se-
lected and provide evidence that the
participants, taken as a whole, broadly
represent the racial, cultural and eco-
nomic diversity of the community;

(3) Describe the role of the partici-
pants in the creation, development and
future implementation of the plan;

(4) Identify two or three topics ad-
dressed in the plan that caused the
most serious disagreements among par-
ticipants and describe how those dis-
agreements were resolved;

(5) Explain how the community par-
ticipated in choosing the area to be
nominated and why the area was nomi-
nated;

(6) Provide evidence that key partici-
pants have the capacity to implement
the plan;

(7) Provide a brief explanation of the
community’s vision for revitalizing the
area;

(8) Explain how the vision creates
economic opportunity, encourages self-
sufficiency and promotes sustainable
community development;

(9) Identify key needs of the area and
the current barriers to achieving the
vision for it, including a description of
poverty and general distress, barriers
to economic opportunity and develop-
ment and barriers to human develop-
ment;

(10) Discuss how the vision is related
to the assets and needs of the area and
its surroundings;

(11) Describe the ways in which the
community’s approaches to economic
development, social/human services,
transportation, housing, sustainable

community development, public safety,
drug abuse prevention, and educational
and environmental concerns will be ad-
dressed in a coordinated fashion; and
explain how these linkages support the
community’s vision;

(12) Indicate how all Social Services
Block Grant funds for designated Em-
powerment Zones and Enterprise Com-
munities (EZ/EC SSBG funds) will be
utilized.

(i) In doing so, the strategic plan
shall provide the following informa-
tion:

(A) A commitment by the applicant,
as well as by the nominating State-
chartered economic development cor-
poration or State government(s) and
local governments, that the EZ/EC
SSBG funds will be used to supplement,
not replace, other Federal or non-Fed-
eral funds available for financing for
services or activities which can be used
to achieve or maintain the goals out-
lined in paragraph (d)(12) of this sec-
tion;

(B) A description of the entities that
will administer the EZ/EC SSBG funds;

(C) A certification by such entities
that they will provide periodic reports
on the use of the EZ/EC SSBG funds;
and

(D) A detailed description of all the
activities to be financed with the EZ/
EC SSBG funds and how all such funds
will be allocated.

(ii) The EZ/EC SSBG funds must be
used to achieve or maintain the fol-
lowing goals. The goals may be
achieved by undertaking one or more
of the following program options:

(A) The goal of economic self-support
to prevent, reduce or eliminate depend-
encies, through one or more of the fol-
lowing program options:

(1) Funding community and economic
development services focused on dis-
advantaged adults and youths, includ-
ing skills training, transportation serv-
ices and job, housing, business, and fi-
nancial management counseling;

(2) Supporting programs that pro-
mote home ownership, education or
other routes to economic independence
for low-income families, youths, and
other individuals;
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